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Sanat ve Sanatc1 Uzerine

illetlerin hayatinda, sanat

kadar kalict ve ylice bir
alan yoktur. Bir milletin gelecege
uzanan ruhunu, yalnizca askeri
zaferler ya da siyasal basarilar
degil, sanatin ve sanat¢inin 15181
aydmnlatir. Ciinkii sanat, insan
ruhunun en derin katmanlarindan
dogar; bir toplumun duyarliligini, estetik
anlayisini ve uygarlik seviyesini yansitir.

Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, sanatin bir milletin
uygarlik diizeyini belirleyen en 6nemli 6l¢iit oldugunu
vurgulamis; “Bir millet sanattan ve sanatkardan
mahrumsa, tam bir hayata sahip olamaz” sozleriyle,
sanatin yasamsal dnemini tarihe kazimigtir. Ona gore
sanat, toplumun ilerlemesi i¢in yalnizca bir siis degil,
bilimin ve diislincenin yaninda yer alan temel bir
dinamiktir.

Atatiirk, sanat¢iyr bir milletin “en fedakar, en
kiymetliinsan1” olarak goriir. Ciinkii sanatci, milletinin
duygusunu, diislincesini, 6zlemini ve inancini estetik
bir bigimde ifade eden kisidir. Sanatc¢i, ¢aginin tanigi
oldugu kadar gelecegin de kurucusudur. Bu nedenle
Atatiirk, sanatgmin Ozgiirligiinii ve yaraticiligini
korumay1, milli kimligin bir pargasi olarak gdrmiistiir.
Cumbhuriyetin temelleri atilirken, sanat egitimi, miizik,
resim, heykel, tiyatro ve mimarlik gibi alanlarda atilan
adimlar, Atatiirk’iin bu inancinin yansimasidir. Sanat,
onun goziinde “bir milletin medeniyet sahnesinde
yerini almasinin” en gii¢lii aracidir.

Atatlirk’lin  sanat anlayis1i, sadece estetik bir
goriis degil; ayn1 zamanda bir 6zgiirliik, diisiince ve
insanlik idealidir. O, sanatin ve sanat¢inin Oniinde
hi¢bir engelin olmamas1 gerektigini, sanatin “6zgiir
bir vicdanin iirlinii” oldugunu savunmustur.

Bugiin, Atatiirk ’{in bu vizyonu, ¢agdas Tiirkiye nin
kiiltiirel kimliginde yasamaya devam etmektedir.
Cilinkii o, sanatin bir milletin kalbi oldugunu bilmis, o
kalbin daima 6zgiir, iiretken ve aydinlik kalmasi i¢in
bir dmiir miicadele etmistir.

On Art and the Artist

In the life of a nation, few realms
are as enduring and noble as art.
The true spirit of a people reaching
toward the future is illuminated not
only by military victories or political
achievements but by the light of art
and the artist. For art springs from the
deepestlayers ofthehumansoul;itreflects
the sensitivity, aesthetic understanding, and
level of civilization of a society.

Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk emphasized that art is the
foremost measure of a nation’s level of civilization.
His words — “A nation deprived of art and artists
cannot have a complete life” — have been etched into
history as a timeless expression of this belief. For him,
art was not a mere ornament to life but a vital force
standing alongside science and thought, essential to
the progress of society.

Atatlirk regarded the artist as “the most self-
sacrificing and valuable person of the nation,” for
the artist gives form to the nation’s emotions, ideas,
aspirations, and faith through aesthetic expression.
The artist is not only a witness to their time but also a
creator of the future. Thus, Atatiirk saw the protection
of artistic freedom and creativity as an essential part
of national identity.

During the founding years of the Republic, great
steps were taken in art education, music, painting,
sculpture, theatre, and architecture — all reflections
of Atatiirk’s conviction that art is the most powerful
means through which a nation secures its place on the
stage of civilization.

Atatlirk’s understanding of art was not merely
aesthetic; it was also an ideal of freedom, intellect, and
humanity. He believed that no obstacle should ever
stand before art or the artist, for art is “the product of
a free conscience.”

Today, Atatiirk’s vision continues to live within
the cultural identity of modern Tiirkiye. He knew that
art is the heart of a nation — and he devoted his life
to ensuring that this heart would remain forever free,
creative, and enlightened.
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Kiiratoriin Sunusu
ekanin Hafizasi baslikl1

bu kisisel fotograf sergisi,
sanatin insan varolusuna dair en derin
sorgulama alanlarindan biri oldugunu
hatirlatarak, bireyin kendisiyle ve i¢inde
bulundugu diinyayla kurdugu iliskinin
farkli katmanlarimi goriiniir kilmay1
amaclamaktadir. Oylum Tungelli, bu
sergide mekani sabit ve degismez bir yapi1 olarak
degil; kiiltiirel, toplumsal ve bireysel dinamikler
icinde siirekli doniisen, akiskan bir deneyim alani
olarak ele almaktadir.

Sanatc¢inin fotograflari; aidiyet, goriiniirliik, temsil,
yabancilasma ve hafiza kavramlarinin i¢ ige gectigi
diisiinsel bir zeminde sekillenmektedir. Siradanligin
otesinde, mekanlarin tasidigi kiiltiirel ve bireysel izlere
odaklanan bu ¢alismalar, mekan ile hafiza arasindaki
cok katmanl iligkiyi sorgulayan giiclii gorsel anlatilar
sunmaktadir. Her bir fotograf, izleyiciyi goriinenin
Otesine gecmeye ve mekanin degisken, kirillgan ve
hatirlayan dogasi iizerine yeniden diisiinmeye davet
etmektedir.

Tungelli’nin fotograflarinda kadraj, 1s1k, mekan
ve imge kullanimi; kimlik arayisimin kirilganhigini
yansitan 0zgiin ve cok katmanli bir gorsel dil
olusturmaktadir. Bireyin toplumsal kabuller, kiiltiirel
kodlar ve kisisel deneyimler arasinda sekillenen
varolus haline 1s1k tutan bu caligmalar, degisen
diinya karsisinda insanin kendisini ve ¢evresini nasil
yeniden anlamlandirdigina dair yeni bir perspektif
sunmaktadir.

Bu kisisel sergi, sanat¢inin 6zglin  fotograf
iiretimlerini bir araya getirerek mekan kavraminin
bireysel ve evrensel diizlemde tasidigi ¢ok yonli
anlamlar1 goriiniir kilmaktadir. “Mekanin Hafizas1”,
izleyiciyi yalnizca estetik bir deneyime degil, ayni
zamanda diisiinsel ve duygusal bir sorgulama siirecine
davet eden bir bulusma alan1 olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Sanatin bir diyalog, sorgulama ve doniisiim alani;
fotografin ise yasanmisliklarin, izlerin ve ortak
hafizanin giiglii taniklarindan biri oldugu diisiincesiyle
hazirlanan bu katalog, Oylum Tungelli’nin gorsel ve
diisiinsel yolculugunun izlerini kayit altina alan kalict
bir belge niteligindedir.

Prof. Dr. Kelime ERDAL
Kiirator
IJTHAR Sanat Galerisi
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Curator’s Foreword
he solo photography exhibition

titled “The Memory of Place”
reminds us that art is one of the deepest
fields of inquiry into human existence,
aiming to make visible the various layers
of the relationship individuals establish
with themselves and the world around
them. In this exhibition, Oylum Tuncelli
approaches place not as a fixed and unchanging
structure, but as a fluid field of experience
that continuously transforms through cultural,
social, and individual dynamics. The artist’s
photographs are shaped within an intellectual
framework where concepts such as belonging,
visibility, representation, alienation, and memory
intersect. Focusing on the cultural and individual
traces embedded within places beyond their
ordinary appearance, these works offer powerful
visual narratives that question the multilayered
relationship between place and memory. Each
photograph invites the viewer to move beyond
what is immediately visible and to reconsider the
changing, fragile, and memory-bearing nature of
place.

In Tungelli’s photographs, the use of framing,
light, place, and imagery creates an original and
multilayered visual language that reflects the
fragility of the search for identity. These works
shed light on the individual’s state of existence,
shaped between social conventions, cultural codes,
and personal experiences, while offering a new
perspective on how people redefine themselves and
their surroundings in a constantly changing world.
This solo exhibition brings together the artist’s
original photographic works, making visible the
multifaceted meanings that the concept of place
carries on both individual and universal levels. “The
Memory of Place” stands as a meeting point that
invites viewers not only to an aesthetic experience
but also to a process of intellectual and emotional
reflection. With the understanding that art is a field
of dialogue, inquiry, and transformation, and that
photography is one of the powerful witnesses to
lived experiences, traces, and collective memory,
this catalogue serves as a lasting document
recording the visual and intellectual journey of
Oylum Tungelli.

Prof. Dr. Kelime ERDAL
Curator
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Tesekkiir

Sanat, yalnizca bireysel bir

ifade  bicimi  degil; aym

zamanda ortak bir liretim, paylasim
ve diislinsel etkilesim alanidir. Bu
anlayisla ~ hazirlanan  “Mekanin
Hafizas1” Kisisel Fotograf Sergisi,
Oylum Tungelli’nin sanatsal vizyonu
etrafinda sekillenmis; bir¢ok kisinin
emegi, katkisi ve dzverisiyle hayata gegirilmistir.
Bu kapsamda, serginin hazirlik siirecinde titizlikle
calisan; metin diizenlemeleri, iletisim siirecleri ve
katalog olusumundaki destekleri i¢in Giiltekin Erdal’a
tesekkiir ederim. Siirecin her agamasinda gosterdigi
sorumluluk ve 6zverili yaklagim, bu serginin saglikli
ve nitelikli bir bigcimde sekillenmesine 6nemli katki
sunmustur.

Serginin kavramsal ¢er¢evesine yon veren; mekan,
hafiza, kimlik, temsil ve bireysel varolus iizerine
diistinsel bir derinlik kazandiran Kiiratér Prof. Dr.
Kelime Erdal’in sanat vizyonuna ve akademik
rehberligine i¢tenlikle minnettarim. Serginin diisiinsel
altyapisinin olusumunda sagladig1 yonlendirici katki,
“Mekanin Hafizasi”nin hem igerik hem de bicim
acisindan biitlinciil bir yap1 kazanmasini saglamustir.
Ayrica, eserlerimin degerlendirilmesi siirecinde
hassasiyetle gérev yapan sanat jiirisine; ¢aligmalarimi
titizlikle inceleyerek sergiye deger katan yaklagimlari
i¢in tesekkiir ederim.

Bu siireci anlamli kilan bir diger unsur da serginin
organizasyonundan  katalog tasarimina  kadar
emegi gecen tim ekip arkadaslaridir. Her biri, bu
serginin gerceklesmesinde goriiniir ya da goriinmez
emekleriyle 6nemli bir rol iistlenmistir.

“Mekanin Hafizas1”, yalmzca kisisel bir sanat
yolculugunun degil; kolektif bir emegin, paylasilan
bir estetik bilincin ve ortak bir ¢abanin {iriiniidiir.
Sanatin doniistliriicli ve birlestirici giiciiyle, yeni
iretimlerde ve bulusmalarda yeniden bir araya
gelmek dilegiyle...

Dog. Dr. Siikrii Bastiirk
Bas Editor
Ijhar Sanat Galerisi Jiiri Baskan1
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Art is not merely a form of
individual expression; it is
also a space for collective creation,
sharing, and intellectual interaction.
With this understanding, the “The
Memory of Place” Solo Photography
. Exhibition was shaped around the
artistic vision of Oylum Tungelli and
brought to life through the efforts, contributions, and
dedication of many individuals.

In this context, I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Giiltekin Erdal for his meticulous
work throughout the preparation of the exhibition,
particularly his support in text editing, communication
processes, and catalogue development. His sense
of responsibility and dedicated approach at every
stage of the process made a significant contribution
to the successful and high-quality realization of this
exhibition.

I am also deeply grateful to the curator, Prof. Dr.
Kelime Erdal, whose artistic vision and academic
guidance enriched the conceptual framework of the
exhibition with intellectual depth concerning place,
memory, identity, representation, and individual
existence. Her insightful guidance in developing the
intellectual foundation of the exhibition enabled “The
Memory of Place” to achieve a coherent and holistic
structure in both content and form.

I would also like to thank the members of the art
jury who carried out the evaluation of my works with
great care and sensitivity, and whose meticulous
consideration contributed value to the exhibition.

Another important element that made this process
meaningful was the entire team who contributed to
the exhibition, from its organization to the design of
the catalogue. Each member played an important role
in bringing this exhibition to life through their visible
or behind-the-scenes efforts.

“The Memory of Place” is not only the outcome
of an individual artistic journey, but also the product
of collective effort, shared aesthetic awareness, and
a common commitment. With the transformative
and unifying power of art, I hope that we will come
together again through new artistic productions and
future encounters.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Siikrii Bastiirk
Editor-in-Chief
Chair of the Jury, [jhar Art Gallery
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Dr. Ogr. Uyesi

OYLUM TUNCELLI

[ zmirde dogan Oylum Tuneelli,

lisans egitimini 2001 yilinda
Kocaeli Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar
Fakiiltesi Fotograf ~ Bolimiinde

tamamlamistir. Yiiksek lisans egitimini
Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar &
Enstitiisi ~ Fotograf  Béliimiinde, ©
Sanatta Yeterlik egitimini ise Kocaeli
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Plastik Sanatlar
alaninda tamamlamistir.

Akademik ve sanatsal ¢aligmalarini fotograf
sanati, gorsel kiltiir ve ¢agdas fotograf pratikleri
ekseninde siirdiiren Tuncelli, Kocaeli Universitesi
Giizel Sanatlar Fakiiltesi Fotograf Boliimii'nde Dr.
Ogr. Uyesi olarak akademik caligmalarina devam
etmektedir.

Sanatsal tiretimlerinde fotografi yalnizca gorsel bir
kayitaraciolarak degil, bellek, mekéan, zaman, kimlik ve
gorsel anlat1 arasindaki iligkileri sorgulayan diisiinsel
bir ifade alani olarak ele almaktadir. Calismalarinda
bireysel deneyim ile toplumsal hafiza arasindaki
etkilesime odaklanan sanatci, Ozellikle mekanlarin
tasidig1 izler, dontsiimler ve hatirlama bigimleri
lizerinden 6zgiin gorsel anlatilar gelistirmektedir.

Oylum Tungelli, ulusal ve wuluslararasi sanat
ortamlarinda iiretimlerini siirdiirmekte ve ¢ok sayida
kisisel ve karma sergide eserleriyle yer almaktadir.
Fotografin ¢agdas sanat icerisindeki olanaklarini
aragtiran sanat¢i, akademik dretimi ile sanatsal
pratigini birbirini besleyen bir yaklasim igerisinde
stirdiirmektedir.

“Mekanin Hafizas1” bashkli kisisel sergisi,
Tungellinin mekan, bellek ve bireysel deneyim
arasindaki iligkiye odaklanan fotograf caligmalarini
bir araya getirerek, izleyiciyi gériinenin Otesindeki
anlam katmanlarini diistinmeye davet etmektedir.

Dr. Assistant Professor

OYLUM TUNCELLI

Born in Izmir, Oylum Tungelli
completed her undergraduate
education in the Department of
Photography at the Faculty of Fine
Arts, Kocaeli University, in 2001. She
completed her master’s degree in the
#0°0 Department of Photography at the
Institute of Fine Arts, Dokuz Eylil
University, and her Proficiency in Art degree in the
field of Plastic Arts at the Institute of Social Sciences,
Kocaeli University.

Continuing her academic and artistic work
in the fields of photography, visual culture, and
contemporary photographic practices, Tuncelli is
currently an Assistant Professor in the Department
of Photography at the Faculty of Fine Arts, Kocaeli
University.

In her artistic practice, she approaches photography
not merely as a means of visual documentation, but
as an intellectual field of expression that explores the
relationships between memory, space, time, identity,
and visual narrative. Focusing on the interaction
between individual experience and collective memory;,
the artist develops distinctive visual narratives,
particularly through the traces, transformations, and
forms of remembrance embedded within spaces.

Oylum Tungelli, continues her artistic production
in national and international art environments and has
participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions.
Exploring the possibilities of photography within
contemporary art, she pursues an integrated approach
in which her academic research and artistic practice
continuously inform and enrich one another.

Her solo exhibition, “The Memory of Place” brings
together Tungelli’s photographic works focusing on the
relationship between space, memory, and individual
experience, inviting viewers to contemplate the layers
of meaning thatlie beyond what is immediately visible.

Oylum Tuneelli e
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Oylum Tungelli

TUNGCELLI 2026
Baslangi¢ / Beginning 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf
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TUNCELLI 2026
Esik / Threshold 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf
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Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNCELLI 2026 TUNCELLI 2026
Iz / Trace 50 x 70 cm Katman / Layers 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf Dijital fotograf
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Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNCELLI 2026 TUNGCELLI 2026
Kalint1 / Remnant 50 x 70 cm Aginma / Erosion 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf Dijital fotograf
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Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNCELLI 2026 TUNCELLI 2026
Yanki / Echo 50 x 70 cm Yine / Again 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf Dijital fotograf
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Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNGELLI 2026 TUNCELLI 2026
Tekerriir / Recurrence 50 x 70 cm Déniis / Return 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf Dijital fotograf
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Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNCELLI 2026 TUNCELLI 2026
Déniisiim / Transformation 50 x 70 cm Déngii / Cycle 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf Dijital fotograf
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Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNCELLI 2026 TUNCELLI 2026
Siireklilik / Continuity 50 x 70 cm Devran / Turning of Time 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf Dijital fotograf




Oylum Tungelli “Mekanin Hafizas1”

TUNCELLI 2026
Devirdaim / Perpetual Motion 50 x 70 cm
Dijital fotograf
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izmirde dogan Oylum Tuncelli, 2001 yilinda Kocaeli
Universitesi  Glizel Sanatlar  Fakiltesi  Fotograf
Bolimi'nde lisans egitimini tamamladi. Yiksek lisans
egitimini Dokuz Eylul Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar Ensti-
tisu Fotograf Bolimi'nde, Sanatta Yeterlik egitimini ise
Kocaeli Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Plastik
Sanatlar alaninda tamamladi. Akademik ve sanatsal calis-
malarini fotograf sanati, gorsel kultiir ve cagdas fotograf
pratikleri ekseninde strdiiren Tuncelli, Kocaeli Universite-
si Glzel Sanatlar Fakltesi Fotograf Béliimi'nde Dr. Ogr.
Uyesi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Sanatsal Uretimlerini
ulusal ve uluslararasi platformlarda stirdiiren Tuncelli, cok
sayida kisisel ve karma sergide yer almis; fotografin
bellek, mekan, zaman ve gorsel anlati ile kurdugu iliskiler
Uzerine ¢alismalar gerceklestirmistir.

i bk Galeriyi Ziyaret Et
Bu katalogda yer alan tiim eser gorselleri, sanatci metinleri ve tasarimlar 5846 sayili Fikir ve Sanat Eserleri
Kanunu ve uluslararasi telif haklari s6zlesmeleri kapsaminda korunmaktadir. Eserlerin tim telif haklari
ilgili sanatcilara aittir. IJHAR Sanat Galerisi, bu katalogda yer alan eserlerin izinsiz olarak kopyalanmasi,
cogaltilmasi, dijital veya basili mecralarda paylasilmasi ya da ticari amagla kullanilmasi halinde sanatgi
haklarini koruma ve gerekli hukuki sireci baglatma hakkini sakl tutar. Bu katalog yalnizca sergi tanitimi,
arsivleme ve kdltirel paylasim amaciyla hazirlanmistir.
Eser gorselleri, ancak sanatginin veya galerinin kaynak gosterilmesi suretiyle veya yazili onayiyla
kullanilabilir.
Uhar [ eosis. ©°""
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